GUARD CAPTAIN T’ANAN ELWOOD

(T’Anan pronounced without a stop)

Justice-aligned Human Warrior

Some guards are born with a clear purpose and the ability to succeed. Some are nurtured in the right direction and given the right training.
There are, however, a very lucky few who have the best of both worlds.
Tanus Anan Elwood was born thirty-eight years ago into a family intimately connected to the military as far back as their records were kept. His father was a guard, his mother a justice priestess, and he has eaten, breathed and slept soldiering since he was born. Thankfully, he found he liked the idea from a very early age and it didn’t cause any of the friction that such stringently regimented upbringings are in the habit of causing.

When he was four he was given his first sword – a small wooden gladius – and encouraged to “play” with it. Unknowingly at the time, he was beginning the process of regular training that would continue up until the day he left home.
The quality of training he received at an early age undoubtedly accounts for how good he was by the time he approached his eighteenth birthday. The consistent practice he had done under the supervision of his father, Collam, had made him proficient to the level of most military officers, and the instruction on the part of his mother, Anya, had given him an extremely strong moral compass. The only thing about his training that bugged him was the way that his father would call him by his first two names when praising or criticising, something he found unnecessary and slightly embarrassing when it was said loud and clear to all within earshot of his father’s ample voice. Stopping Collam one day in mid-praise, he suggested a more efficient, and slightly less embarrassing way of doing so. Realising that how he felt about it, Collam had no reservations about how his son wished to be known – it was still the names he was given, after all – and T’Anan received a handshake and the congratulations on a good session that Collam was offering when the subject came up in the first place.
With the dual desire to protect and serve the people of the Kingdom and uphold the laws in the name of Justice burning strong inside him, he presented himself (along with Collam and Anya to add a little ceremony) to the military recruitment officer on the first day he was legally entitled to. He was promptly greeted as “the next in the clan”, and put into practice under close supervision to see if this member of the Elwood family was as good as the others.

________________________

He didn’t disappoint, in either skill or demeanour. His ability with single-handed weapons made him an excellent combatant, but his real talent lay where he had long ago decided was the actual purpose of the guards.
T’Anan took the concept of guarding to a whole new level.
His training with the guards concentrated on the ability to defend and take punishment – shield use, armour skills, defensive stances and how they can be turned to advantage. His instructors looked on impressed and his family watched, intrigued at his choice but no less pleased.

He was given command of his first squad earlier than most, and led it with above average, if not exceptional, proficiency. His instructors, however, noticed something a lot more interesting than his ability to command – they noticed how willing the members of his squad were to follow his lead. His sense of deciding what was right and will to get it done was infectious – he was more of an inspirational than domineering commander. Such a talent was noted and on graduating as a guard he was instantly given command of a party and ordered to do as well in the field as he did in training, to the delight of his family and the benefit of his prospects.
________________________

Who would have guessed it – he didn’t disappoint this time either. People’s willingness to follow him, for whatever reason, was just as prominent as when he was in training, and his missions always had above average success and below average casualty rates.
His willingness to put himself in harm’s way to protect his colleagues and Barony citizens often landed him in seriously dangerous positions, and he died for his purpose on more than one occasion. However, he never ordered his party members into anything he considered as unreasonable danger, but rather their willingness to follow him almost into hell and back meant they went along with him anyway. For his part, he put himself on the line to lead them out, and never left a single patrollee behind.

His promotions were regular and deserved, and upon becoming a Lieutenant and receiving the master-crafted item of his choice, he was one of the few who chose a shield. With it, he took the business of guarding even more seriously, and since receiving it has not lost another party member.
His attitude won him the heart of Cerris Bachere, a Pathfinder Lieutenant with big ideas about making the world a better place. He, in turn, fell for her sheer unwillingness to give up on people as a lost cause, and viewing the killing of every enemy as a necessary evil – she never hesitated, but sought guidance on the nature of what she did from her commanders and the Temple of Justice. After a slight stumbling around where he had to work out what was going on (he hadn’t had much experience with falling in love) T’Anan and Cerris were married in a full military ceremony, complete with two very proud families. That was two years ago, and the two are still very much in love. Cerris is currently being watched by both the Paladins of the North and the Temple of Justice, with a view to possibly enticing her away from the Pathfinders when she is promoted to Captain, due to happen this year.
T’Anan’s own promotion to Captain saw him offered the place of Commander of the 115th Avant-Garde, and he took it with both hands. He knew such positions were often used to sound out potential higher officer material, and more than once the Overcaptain hinted at a possible position in Van Heusen’s personal bodyguard if he performed well. Also, a position this close to the action would allow him to maintain a hands-on status with service right up to the point where he would retire from patrol service and start seeking posts the like of which were mooted at him. He is proud to lead such a detachment of people and intends to do every bit as well with them as he has with the people he has led in the past.
What price T’Anan Elwood doesn’t disappoint again?

Don’t take the piss with the man, and you’ll get on just fine.

